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Vacation Bible School 2026 

 

Theme: "Illumination Station" 

Scripture: John 8:12 

What a mighty move of God we experienced during our 2026 Vacation Bible School! Our theme, 

"Illumination Station," reminded us that as followers of Christ, we are called to let His light 

shine in a world that needs His love, hope, and truth. 

From Monday, June 15
th

 through Thursday, June 18
th

, our church was filled with excitement, 

laughter, learning, and Christian fellowship. Monday through Wednesday, children, youth, and 

adults enjoyed dynamic Bible lessons, uplifting music, creative arts and crafts, and recreational 

activities that strengthened our faith while helping us grow in God's Word. 

We were blessed to welcome approximately 55 children each evening, with a total attendance 

of 100+ people nightly, which includes the adult class and volunteers. It was truly a blessing 

to see so many families and visitors come together to worship, learn, and fellowship. 

We thank God for our outstanding teachers who faithfully shared the Gospel with love and 

enthusiasm. We celebrate all our teachers (Dr. Exum (thank you for saying yes at the last 

hour), Jackie Williams, Destiny Sayles, Denise Milner, Curtis Milner Jeanette Ellis, Britney 

Carter and Barbara Green) who accepted the call to serve this year, with some stepping 

outside their comfort zone (Destiny-LOL). Your willingness to pour into the lives of God's 
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people is deeply appreciated. I never want to miss the opportunity to thank our young adults 

(Rochelle Wilson, Aleyah Coleman, Chiante Brown, Alyvia Stanley and others) for giving up their 

free time to support VBS each night.  

My sincere appreciation is extended to Sisters Josephine Saunders and Rhonda Lewis for 

leading our arts and crafts class, where creativity and God's Word came together. A special 

thank you is extended to Deacon(s) Stephen and Anna Griffin for their faithful leadership of 

our Recreation Ministry, each night were games and activities that had each child filled with 

smiles, laughter and excitement. I would also like to personally thank Sister Tracey Ellis, for 

not only leading our music sessions with enthusiasm and joy but also creating a fun and 

memorable closing presentation that included every young person who attended.  I am 

especially grateful for her dedication, encouragement, and her faithful support as my right-

hand person throughout the planning and execution of VBS 2026.  Thanks to the Trustees for 

your support with making sure the air conditioners were turned on, providing transportation 

and waiting around to lock up the church while some of us lingered a little too long. 

Our week concluded with a spirit-filled closing program that was a beautiful celebration of 

everything God had done. Our youth blessed the congregation with an inspiring presentation 

entitled "This Little Light of Mine" reminding us that true joy is found in Christ. The adult 

class also shared heartfelt remarks and lifted their voices in song, giving glory to God for an 

incredible week of learning and fellowship. We were further encouraged by the closing remarks 

from Minister Hayes, who challenged us to continue living out the lessons we learned and to 

let the light of Christ shine wherever we go. 

No Vacation Bible School is successful without faithful servants working behind the scenes. We 

extend our heartfelt thanks to the Culinary Ministry led by Sister Debbie Hamm for providing 

delicious meals each evening, our Security Ministry, led by Deacon Ray Byrd for ensuring a 

safe environment for all, our registration team, Deacon Angela Coleman, Sisters Delores Brown, 

Lisa Walden and Pamela Lamar and to Bro. Van Collier and Deacon Mary Tyson ensuring that all 

things flowed with their media support for onsite and online participants. Again, thanks to 

every teacher, volunteer, parent, and church member who gave their time, talents, prayers, and 

support. Your labor of love helped make this year's Vacation Bible School a tremendous 

success. 

As always, I extend my sincere appreciation to Pastor Thomas for his unwavering support and 

for trusting me with the opportunity to serve as Vacation Bible School Coordinator.  It has truly 

been an honor and a blessing to lead this ministry, and I am grateful for the confidence he has 

placed in me. 

To God be all the glory for what He has done! As we leave Illumination Station, may we 

continue to walk in His marvelous light, share His love with others, and allow our lives to shine 

as faithful witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

"Ye are the light of the world... Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." — Matthew 5:14, 16 

 

Submitted by:  

Sister Carolyn Gipson, VBS Coordinator 

 

 



Photos from VBS 2026 

    

     

        

      

       



         

   

                  

            

           



       

             

       

   

    

                      

                  

           



              

MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

 

The Music Ministry Serve at the July3rd  

Micah Ecumenical Community Meal 

 

  The Music Ministry of Shiloh Baptist Church (New Site) helped serve at the July 

3
rd

, 2026 Micah Community meal. There was an overwhelming outpour of members and 

friends, that came out to prepare over 100 meals for the community men and women in 

need of a hot meal.  However, due to higher than normal temperatures on the summer 

day and the July 4
th

 holiday weekend, the number attendees was much lower than was 

expected, which allowed extra meals to be served for each diner.   

 

  Dea, Kevin Barnes opened up with Prayer and Devotion and the Music Ministry 

in addition to Bro. Don Brown led everyone in fellowship through songs.  Rev. Dr. Mark 

Exum, blessed the food. 

 

We’d like to thank the Soup and Taco Restaurant on 806 William Street in downtown 

Fredericksburg, Virginia for providing the delicious meals for the community and also, 

thank you to all that came out to assist with the setup, food preparation, distribution, and 

clean-up.      

 

 

           



NOMINATING WORKING GROUP (NWG) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHILOH BUSINESS OWNERS 

                                             Patricia Hayes (Phaze Originals) 

         

                 

                     

Anne Marie Beauford 

(Graceful Legacy Hospice and Peace of Mind Residential Care) 

 

 

 

 



      

 

 

                                 

 

 

Carolyn Gipson - Owner 



 

Honoring Our History on the Fredericksburg Civil Rights Trail  
 
We are thrilled to share that Shiloh Baptist 
Church (New Site) was recently featured in 
Smithsonian Magazine! The article, titled 
“Virginia’s Civil Rights Trail: 6 Historic Sites 
that Changed America,” shines a spotlight on the 
Fredericksburg Civil Rights Trail.  
 
The trail brings to life the powerful stories and 
historic landmarks of our local Civil Rights 
movement. It beautifully highlights the vital, 
enduring role that African American residents have played in shaping Fredericksburg’s rich 

history.  
 

When visitors reach Stop #12 on the trail, 

they will discover the profound role our 

congregation played in American history. 

During the peak of the 1960s Civil Rights 

Movement, New Site became a 

powerhouse for justice. As the area’s 

largest Black church, we became a 

meeting place for out-of-town activists.  If 

you walk out to the corner of Princess 

Anne and Wolfe Street, you will see the 

beautiful historical marker detailing our 

roots. It tells the amazing story of our 

foundation—complete with a Bible, a 

silver dollar, and military badges sealed 

inside our 1890 cornerstone—as well as the powerful contributions of Joseph Walker and Dr. Urbane 

Bass.  

 

We invite our entire church family to walk this trail of remembrance! You can pick up a physical 

map at the Fredericksburg Visitor Center or explore the journey online at "Freedom, a Work in 

Progress”. We are deeply honored to see our church's rich history and continued legacy recognized 

on a national stage.  
 

Submitted by:  

Sister Fernanda Kain, Church Secretary 

 

 

 

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1cf509b0721a44409a4582159913af94
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1cf509b0721a44409a4582159913af94


 



RECREATION MINISTRY 

 

 

From Pool Noodles to Praise: Celebrating One Year of Chair One Fitness 

This month marks a joyful milestone for our church community as we celebrate the first 
anniversary of our Chair One Fitness class! 

What began one year ago in the Education Building's 
multipurpose room quickly outgrew its boundaries. 
After our very first official meeting, it was abundantly 
clear that the enthusiasm for this program required a 
much larger home. Moving the class to the lower 
sanctuary allowed us to expand our schedule, and our 
enrollment has truly flourished ever since.  To 
accommodate our wonderful growth, we have expanded 
our schedule to three weekly classes: Mondays at 6:00 
PM, Wednesdays at 9:00 AM, and Wednesdays at 5:30 
PM (with this evening class running until the end of 

August). 

Our class brings together an incredible, diverse cross-section of our congregation and 
local community. We have participants ranging in age from 7 to 93, including students, 
working professionals, and retired folks. We even have dedicated attendees who travel all 
the way from Woodbridge each week to move with us! The fellowship is defined by loads 
of laughter, spontaneous dance solos on the floor, and the supportive camaraderie of our 
"Amen Corner"—a group of men who sit together, challenge one another, and push each 
other to give their absolute best. 

 

Over the past year, we have kept our routines 
exciting by using a wide variety of fitness 
"tools" alongside our sturdy chairs, including 
pool noodles, weights, drumsticks, and 
maracas. Did you know the human body has 
more than 650 muscles? In this class, we 
make sure to use every single one! Every 
organ—including the brain—is fully engaged 
as we move and sing. 

Beyond our weekly workouts, our fitness 
family has rallied around important causes and themes over the last twelve months. 
Highlights from our first year include: 

● A "Party in Pink" to honor and celebrate our breast cancer warriors and survivors. 
● Wearing red in February to advocate for Heart Health Month. 
● A Hawaiian Luau, where everyone dressed up in tropical shirts and skirts. 



● A live demonstration of Chair One Fitness at the Top Ladies of Distinction 
Health Fair in May. 

I want to extend a massive thank you to all of 
our current class members who consistently 
bring their "A-game," their bright energy, 
and their loving spirits to every single 
session. You make this ministry what it is, 
and we give God all the glory for our health, 
our growth, and our fellowship. 

Join the Fun! 

If you haven't tried Chair One Fitness yet, 
our circle is always open, and we would love 
to have you. No matter your fitness level, 
there is a space reserved just for you. Pull up 

a chair, jump into the fun, and experience the blessings of movement and community! 

  
 

 

Submitted by:  

Sister Fernanda Kain, Chair One Fitness Instructor 

 

 



 

USHER MINISTRY 

 

 



AUGUST BIRTHDAY CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 



 

Communications Ministry 

 

Church Family,   

If anyone has any upcoming milestone Wedding Anniversary dates or retirement 

announcements; we would like to announce these milestone celebratory events in the 

church newsletter. Please contact Deacon Angela Coleman or Sis. Pamela LaMar, if you 

have any questions. 

                     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~ Special thanks to all the SBCNS Ministries for their continued support and 

contributions to the Capstone e-Newsletter~~~ 

 

                                                                    

 

~~Articles for the next edition are due by October 30, 2026~~ 

 

Please submit all articles in a PDF format and include the Word document version in case 

editing is required; limit your article to one page (if possible) and limit the number of 

photos; photos should be re-sized and placed within the document.  

 

Submit to the Communications Ministry email @ shilohpubmin2@gmail.com 

 

                                                                     

    Deacon Angela B. Coleman                                             Sister Pamela LaMar 

Communications Ministry (Lead)                            Co-Lead Communications Ministry 
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